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INTRODUCTION

Advances in metallurgy and weapons design in
the past several decades have led to new munitions

© 2007 Freund Publishing Hause Limited.

Depleted uranium (DU} kinetic energy penetra-
tors are perhaps the best-known examples of the
advanced munitions, primarily because of their

well-publicized per against
enemy armor in the 1991 Persian Gulf War, De-
pleted wranivin munitions were agam used in the
NATO military actions in Bosnia-Herzegovina
(1995}, in Kosovo (1999), and, more recently, in
coalition actions in Iraq.

Although DU munitions were used only by
coalition Torces during the 1991 Gulf War, their
use also led to DU-fragment injuries among their
own forces resulting from friendly fire incidents.
Other personnel were exposed via inhalation/
ingestion afler working around wehicles struck by
DU munitions. Such exposures were not considered
especially dangerous at the time, because epidem-
iologic studies of uranium miners and millers
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