
31.5.2017 Author Claims Merkel 'Autocratic' In New Book ­ SPIEGEL ONLINE

http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/author­claims­merkel­autocratic­in­new­book­a­851774.html 1/5

Schlagzeilen ǀ   Wetter ǀ  DAX 12.615,06 ǀ  TV-Programm ǀ  AboINTERNATIONAL
English Site > Germany > German Politics > Author Claims Merkel 'Autocratic' In New Book

August 24, 2012  01:42 PM Print Feedback Comment

Criticism of German Chancellor Angela Merkel has always been shrill in Germany. Now Gertrud Höhler, a

confidante of Merkel's political mentor, former Chancellor Helmut Kohl, has upped the ante with a new book

claiming that Merkel is obsessed with power, ruining the euro and installing an "autocratic regime."

By Ralf Neukirch 

DPA

Gertrud Höhler at the presentation of her new book in Berlin: Merkel is obsessed with power and wants to be "Queen of Europe".

Showing weakness isn't an option for those who want to rescue democracy in

Germany. Gertrud Höhler is sitting in Berlin's Literaturhaus. She doesn't want to eat

anything for lunch, nor does she want any dessert. "Sugar makes you sluggish and

placid," she says. And those who are placid, she adds, have already lost.

Höhler is a former professor of literature who has made numerous appearances on

German talk shows, where she positions herself as a pundit representing the views

of the center-right Christian Democratic Union (CDU) party. Her claim to fame is that

she was once considered for a cabinet post more than 20 years ago, under then-

Chancellor Helmut Kohl. Now she is fighting the fight of her life. Her opponent is the

most powerful woman in Germany, and perhaps even the world. Höhler refers to

the chancellor as: "that girl Angela," a woman washed into Germany with the

collapse of a Soviet satellite state.

Angela's Adversary

Author Takes 'Merkel System' To Task
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It's a conflict of historic proportions. It revolves around protecting Germany from a

third dictatorship, following fascism and communism -- at least that's the way

Höhler sees it. "That woman," she says, "has already installed an autocratic

regime."

'The Godmother'

"That woman" is German Chancellor Angela Merkel. Höhler has written a book

called "The Godmother," about Merkel's rise to power and about how she has

gradually rolled back democracy in Germany. Höhler caused quite a stir when she

recently summarized her key arguments in an essay in the Frankfurter Allgemeine

Newspaper. Höhler publicly presented the book on Thursday.

In it, Höhler lays out the entire lament of Merkel's critics. For instance, she writes,

Merkel has orchestrated the end of the political careers of literally every powerful

governor or other potential rival within her party -- one after another. She doesn't

share Western democratic values, Höhler argues, she is ruining the euro, and all

she cares about is securing more power.

Some of her claims are not entirely incorrect. Others have also criticized Merkel's

style of governing, her waffling political stances and her seeming inability to explain

her own policies. But Höhler takes things a step further. She is the first to place

Merkel in the same tradition as the German dictators of the 20th century.

Höhler has ordered a cup of coffee. Coffee is good, she says, because it keeps you

awake and makes you combative. She points to the key passage in her book,

where she asks whether Merkel's fellow politicians have forgotten the experience

"that allowed the Germans to accept two dictatorships in the 20th century," first

Hitler and later the East German communist regime.

Unfortunately, they have, Höhler concludes. She sees Merkel as an "alien," a

chancellor with "an edge when it comes to experience with regimes that enforce

political conformity." First she brought the CDU into line and then the other parties.

And now, says Höhler, she wants to become "Queen of Europe." And everyone is

looking on, everyone, that is, except resistance fighter Gertrud Höhler.

But didn't CDU business policy expert Josef Schlarmann only last week sharply

criticize what he called the "Merkel System"? The politician, one of the most

outspoken critics of the chancellor within her party, took aim at Merkel in an

interview with the Leipziger Volkszeitung newspaper, saying "there are no more

fundamental debates anymore because everything in Merkel's CDU is presented as

being without any alternative. It's like a school cafeteria that offers only one dish

each day. Those who don't like the taste are excluded." Power in the party today, he

said, "is concentrated at the Chancellery," and the only people in the CDU who

have any chance of rising are those who follow Merkel's line. He also alleges that

no potential Merkel challenger has ever survived politically, and that it will be

impossible for a possible successor to rise as long as she leads the party.
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"Schlarmann?" Höhler snorts contemptuously, calling him "a loser" because of his

failure to do more than just accuse the chancellor of power-grabbing. "That's a

stupid thing to say, because it's a way of glossing over the cowardice of doing

nothing."

A Role in the CDU that Has Become Marginal

Höhler takes another sip of coffee, her gold watch clinking on her wrist. She's now

71, she has been an adviser to top German companies and she currently lives

according to the motto of US heiress Gloria Vanderbilt: "A woman can never be too

rich or too thin." She is an intelligent woman. But one wonders whether she

believes all the things she says and writes.

Still, one has to ask whether her furor might have something to do with the fact

that her role in the CDU has become quite marginal under Merkel. Does she have

an axe to grind? "At first I spoke with Mrs. Merkel often," she says. "We would sit in

her office at the Chancellery. As I walked out, she would ask me if she could have

my notes." It must hurt when your notes are no longer in demand.

And then there was the matter of the laudatory speech. Ten years ago, the German

celebrity glossy Bunte named Merkel the "most impressive woman of the year."

Höhler gave the tribute, "a very nice one," as she says. But apparently Merkel didn't

like it, because her response was quite aggressive. "It wasn't fair," says Höhler. It

may also have colored the relationship.

Under Kohl, at least Höhler was mentioned as a possible cabinet minister. And she

almost became one, she says. But a rival "got in the way." Since Merkel has been

chancellor, there has no longer been a place for Höhler in the party she has

belonged to for so long. That too must be painful.

Perhaps Höhler is truly afraid of the chancellor's "undercover approach," to

eliminate parliamentarianism and the rule of law, and to get out of the free market

economy and the "community of nations within NATO." At least it's a theory that will

play well on talk shows. Höhler will have plenty of opportunities to present her

concerns in the coming weeks.

 Share Share  Tweet  Email

Sign in

http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/author-claims-merkel-autocratic-in-new-book-a-851774-druck.html
http://www.spiegel.de/extra/a-267802.html
https://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.spiegel.de%2Finternational%2Fgermany%2Fauthor-claims-merkel-autocratic-in-new-book-a-851774.html&t=Angela%27s%20Adversary%3A%20Author%20Takes%C2%A0%27Merkel%20System%27%20To%20Task%20-%20SPIEGEL%20ONLINE%20-%20International
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fspon.de%2FadJKs&text=Angela%27s%20Adversary%3A%20Author%20Takes%C2%A0%27Merkel%20System%27%20To%20Task&via=SPIEGELONLINE&lang=en
http://www.spiegel.de/extra/a-267802.html
http://www.spiegel.de/
http://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/
http://www.spiegel.de/sptv/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/login/login.html


31.5.2017 Author Claims Merkel 'Autocratic' In New Book ­ SPIEGEL ONLINE

http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/author­claims­merkel­autocratic­in­new­book­a­851774.html 4/5

German Politics Angela Merkel

Christian Democratic Union

Related SPIEGEL ONLINE links

Back From Vacation: Merkel's Five Biggest Problems (08/13/2012)

Veiled Criticism From Joachim Gauck: President Tells Merkel to

Explain Her Euro Policies (07/09/2012)

Related Topics

Sign in | Register

Sponsored stories

More from SPIEGEL ONLINE

Recommended by

Macron's Challenge:
France's New Leader Must Restore
Confidence

An Assault German's Favo…
Bombing of Team Bus Prompts Soul­
Searching

SPD Doldrums:
State Election Loss Spells Trouble for
Schulz Candidacy

Comments

Share your opinion!

Share your thoughts

Please register to add a comment.

Subject

optional

Comment

Discuss this issue with other readers!

Sign in

http://www.spiegel.de/international/topic/german_politics/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/topic/angela_merkel/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/topic/christian_democratic_party/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/biggest-problems-for-angela-merkel-as-she-returns-from-summer-vacation-a-849729.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/german-president-joachim-gauck-criticizes-merkel-on-euro-policies-a-843340.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/login/login.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/login/register.html?feature=forum
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/commentary-macron-must-restore-french-confidence-a-1146626.html#ref=recom-outbrain
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/germany-debates-safety-of-football-players-after-suspected-terror-attack-a-1143422.html#ref=recom-outbrain
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/schulz-faces-uphill-battle-following-state-election-loss-a-1146622.html#ref=recom-outbrain
http://www.spiegel.de/
http://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/
http://www.spiegel.de/sptv/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/login/login.html


31.5.2017 Author Claims Merkel 'Autocratic' In New Book ­ SPIEGEL ONLINE

http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/author­claims­merkel­autocratic­in­new­book­a­851774.html 5/5

AUTO

Benzinpreis

Bußgeldrechner

Werkstattvergleich

Kfz-Versicherung

ENERGIE

Gasanbietervergleich

Stromanbietervergleich

Energievergleiche

JOB

Gehaltscheck

Brutto-Netto-Rechner

Uni-Tools

Jobsuche

Online Englisch lernen

FINANZEN

Währungsrechner

Immobilien-Börse

Versicherungen

Eurojackpot

Lottozahlen

Sudoku

Kenken

Street

Reise-Deals

Bücher bestellen

Hörbücher

Arztsuche

DSL-Vergleich

Ferientermine

FREIZEIT

Abo - Shop - manager magazin - Harvard Business Manager - buchreport - Werbung - Jobs

 Twitter   Facebook   Google+ Impressum - Datenschutz - Nutzungsrechte - Kontakt - Hilfe

Serviceangebote von SPIEGEL-ONLINE-Partnern

SPIEGEL GRUPPE

Submit post

© SPIEGEL ONLINE 2012

All Rights Reserved

Reproduction only allowed with the permission of SPIEGELnet GmbH

TOP

DER SPIEGEL Dein SPIEGEL SPIEGEL WISSEN SPIEGEL BIOGRAFIE SPIEGEL GESCHICHTE

 

Sign in

http://www.spiegel.de/auto/aktuell/benzinpreisvergleich-die-guenstigste-tankstelle-in-ihrer-naehe-a-185826.html
http://www.spiegel.de/auto/aktuell/bussgeldrechner-was-zu-schnelles-fahren-kostet-a-244772.html
http://werkstattvergleich.spiegel.de/
http://ad8.adfarm1.adition.com/redi?sid=3076397&kid=2001923&bid=6830816
http://ad8.adfarm1.adition.com/redi?sid=3076397&kid=2001923&bid=6830797
http://ad8.adfarm1.adition.com/redi?sid=3076397&kid=2001923&bid=6830802
http://ad8.adfarm1.adition.com/redi?sid=3076397&kid=2001923&bid=6830809
http://www.personalmarkt.de/source-links/spiegel/serviceangebotebox.html
http://www.spiegel.de/wirtschaft/service/brutto-netto-rechner-was-von-ihrem-lohn-noch-uebrig-bleibt-a-223811.html
http://www.spiegel.de/lebenundlernen/uni/studium-tipps-und-hilfe-fuer-uni-und-studentenleben-a-640620.html
http://ad8.adfarm1.adition.com/redi?sid=3076402&kid=1213135&bid=3962765
http://gymglish.karriere.spiegel.de/
http://boersen.manager-magazin.de/spon/devisen_uebersicht.htn#rechner
http://ad8.adfarm1.adition.com/redi?sid=3076400&kid=1212996&bid=3961839
http://www.spiegel.de/wirtschaft/service/versicherung-check-fuer-haftpflicht-hausrat-berufsunfaehigkeit-a-960380.html
http://ad8.adfarm1.adition.com/redi?sid=3076399&kid=1896236&bid=6478348
http://ad8.adfarm1.adition.com/redi?sid=3098102&kid=1896232&bid=6478286
http://www.spiegel.de/wissenschaft/mensch/sudoku-online-kostenlos-spielen-a-994416.html
http://www.spiegel.de/wissenschaft/mensch/kenken-kostenlos-online-spielen-a-994418.html
http://www.spiegel.de/wissenschaft/mensch/zahlenraetsel-street-online-und-kostenlos-spielen-a-994419.html
http://ad8.adfarm1.adition.com/redi?sid=3826900&kid=1991632&bid=6797077
http://www.amazon.de/b/ref=amb_link_51544565_1?ie=UTF8&node=4206085031&pf_rd_m=A3JWKAKR8XB7XF&pf_rd_s=center-1&pf_rd_r=0Y7KSJRQ0GD1TQVBZFBX&pf_rd_t=1401&pf_rd_p=515157807&pf_rd_i=1000127753&tag=wwwspiegelde-21
http://ad8.adfarm1.adition.com/redi?sid=3780443&kid=1926526&bid=6578340
http://ad8.adfarm1.adition.com/redi?sid=3088032&kid=1214236&bid=3966039
http://ad8.adfarm1.adition.com/redi?sid=3076397&kid=2001923&bid=6830829
http://www.spiegel.de/lebenundlernen/schule/ferien-schulferien-und-feiertage-a-193925.html
http://abo.spiegel.de/?b=SPOHFOOTER&utm_source=spon&utm_medium=text&utm_content=SPOHFOOTER&utm_campaign=abbinder
https://www.amazon.de/b?ie=UTF8&node=2478999031&tag=wwwspiegelde-21
http://www.manager-magazin.de/
http://www.harvardbusinessmanager.de/
http://www.buchreport.de/
http://spiegel.media/
http://www.spiegelgruppe.de/spiegelgruppe/home.nsf/Navigation/8F79C171C0A9F35EC1257B1000367A40?OpenDocument
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?screen_name=SPIEGELONLINE
http://www.facebook.com/spiegelonline
https://plus.google.com/106419678219919655169/posts
http://www.spiegel.de/impressum/
http://www.spiegel.de/dienste/a-639126.html
http://www.spiegel.de/extra/a-853891.html
http://www.spiegel.de/kontakt/
http://www.spiegel.de/hilfe/
http://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/literaturspiegel/index-2017-5.html
http://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/
http://abo.spiegel.de/de/c/dein-spiegel
http://abo.spiegel.de/de/c/spiegel-wissen
http://abo.spiegel.de/de/c/spiegel-biografie?b=SPOHCOVER&utm_source=spon&utm_medium=textsb&utm_content=SPOHCOVER&utm_campaign=heftgalerie
http://abo.spiegel.de/de/c/spiegel-geschichte
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/author-claims-merkel-autocratic-in-new-book-a-851774.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/author-claims-merkel-autocratic-in-new-book-a-851774.html
http://www.spiegel.de/
http://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/
http://www.spiegel.de/sptv/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/login/login.html

