Brussels, 30 October 2015

COST 033/15

DECISION

Subject: Memorandum of Understanding for the implementation of the COST Action
“Comparative Analysis of Conspiracy Theories” (COMPACT) CA15101

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State will find attached the Memorandum of
Understanding for the COST Action Comparative Analysis of Conspiracy Theories approved by the
Committee of Senior Officials through written procedure on 30 October 2015.
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
For the implementation of a COST Action designated as

COST Action CA15101
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF CONSPIRACY THEORIES (COMPACT)

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State, accepting the present Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) wish to undertake joint activities of mutual interest and declare their common
intention to participate in the COST Action (the Action), referred to above and described in the Technical
Annex of this MoU.

The Action will be carried out in accordance with the set of COST Implementation Rules approved by the
Committee of Senior Officials (CSO), or any new document amending or replacing them:

a. “Rules for Participation in and Implementation of COST Activities” (COST 132/14);

b. “COST Action Proposal Submission, Evaluation, Selection and Approval” (COST 133/14);

c. “COST Action Management, Monitoring and Final Assessment” (COST 134/14);

d. “COST International Cooperation and Specific Organisations Participation” (COST 135/14).

The main aim and objective of the Action is to generate the thorough comprehension of the history, politics,
sociology, rhetoric and psychology of conspiracy theories needed to counter their often harmful effects on
democratic values. Conspiracy theories have so far not at all been studied as comprehensively as their
manifest importance demands. This will be achieved through the specific objectives detailed in the
Technical Annex.

The economic dimension of the activities carried out under the Action has been estimated, on the basis of
information available during the planning of the Action, at EUR 124 million in 2015.

The MoU will enter into force once at least five (5) COST Member Countries and/or COST Cooperating
State have accepted it, and the corresponding Management Committee Members have been appointed, as
described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14.

The COST Action will start from the date of the first Management Committee meeting and shall be
implemented for a period of four (4) years, unless an extension is approved by the CSO following the
procedure described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14.
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TECHNICAL ANNEX

OVERVIEW

Summary

Conspiracy theories play an increasingly visible role in the political life in Europe, not least because the EU
itself is often viewed as a vast conspiracy. Although sometimes seen as harmless entertainment,
conspiracy theories can contribute to extremism within particular regions, as well as fuelling tensions
between nations. They can erode trust in democratic institutions and the media. Despite the increasing
prominence of conspiracy theories in the age of the internet, there has been little systematic research on
where they come from, how they work and what can be done about them. The aim of this Action is to
develop an interdisciplinary and international network to provide a comprehensive understanding of
conspiracy theories.

Existing research has tended to concentrate on specific national traditions, and is often confined to the
perspective of a single discipline. In contrast this Action will adopt a comparative approach, investigating
the causes, manifestations and effects of conspiracy theories in different regions and times, and drawing on
insights from history, politics, sociology, anthropology, cultural studies and psychology. The Action will
pursue the inquiry in three broad areas: the manifestations and modes of transmission of conspiracy theory
in different historical and cultural contexts; the variety of actors and audiences involved in the production
and consumption of conspiracy theories; and the psychological and cultural causes and political
consequences of belief in conspiracy. Working closely with stakeholders, this Action will build a better
understanding of conspiracy theories in order to develop an effective response to them.

Areas of Expertise Relevant for the Action Keywords

e Psychology: Social psychology e conspiracy theory
e Sociology: Anthropology, ethnology, cultural studies e racism

e Political Science: Violence, conflict and conflict resolution e anti-semitism

e Media and communications: Media and communications, e populism

social aspects of information science and surveillance, socio- | e cultural narratives
cultural communication
e History and Archeology: Modern and contemporary history

Specific Objectives
To achieve the main objective described in this MoU, the following specific objectives shall be
accomplished:

Research Coordination

e The Action aims at putting a spotlight on research in conspiracy theory by coordinating disparate studies
into a coherent field of inquiry. While there is an increasing body of work on the topic, conspiracy theory
studies is not yet such a recognised field.

e The Action aims at moving beyond restricting disciplinary approaches by creating dialogue and
collaboration between scholars employing different methodologies. The Action will collate a large body of
empirical and theoretical insights to produce a much richer and more robust account than has been
possible to date.

e With English as the common working language, this Action will advance knowledge by enabling scholars
to integrate findings that they have so far been unaware of because the research was conducted in an
unfamiliar language.

e By bringing together scholars whose individual research focuses on different aspects of the topic
(manifestations in different countries, time periods etc.), the Action aims at producing a comparative
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analysis of conspiracy theories that answers overarching and important questions that scholarship so far
has not or only unsatisfactorily tackled.

e The Action aims at constructing new research questions and projects of transnational and
transdisciplinary nature. Moreover, it is to be expected that these projects will move beyond the scope
covered by the Action and, for example, address conspiracy theories in Africa and Asia.

e The Action aims at equipping the major stakeholders with robust knowledge and strategies to understand
and counter accusations of conspiracy directed against them or others. It thus will reach out and collaborate
with scientists, politicians, journalists, NGOs and educators.

Capacity Building

e The Action aims at sustaining the collaboration of its members beyond its lifetime. This will be achieved
by establishing close working relationships and promoting the formation of international and
transdisciplinary research teams that formulate new research programmes and apply for national and
international funding to conduct the research.

e The Action will also help to train a new generation of scholars in this area of inquiry: by actively involving
ECIs; by prioritising STSMs for ECIs at established centres of excellence; by offering placements with
stakeholder organisations; and by organising two summer schools for MA and PhD students.

e The measures taken to involve stakeholders will lead to close working relationships between academics
and non-academics that will continue after the end of the Action.

e The grant-holding university will provide funds to maintain the project website after the end of the Action.
The bibliography will be regularly updated, as will be the database of experts who participated in the Action.
Stakeholders will thus be able to identify and contact experts for the foreseeable future.
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