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Demand rising for weather modification
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Head of China Meteorological Administration Zheng
Guoguang says weather modification will ralse crop ylelds.

RFEI IINI- China wiill etan 11n wiaathar madificratinn in lkkav raninne tn haln raliovia Arainiaht tha Adirartar

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2010-03/04/content_9534044.htm

NPC & CPPCC
Annual Sessions

more

Equality for women
still far behind

Zhu Yuan

The looming threat of
high home prices

more

China Daily
US Edition
21st Century
HK Edition

1/4


javascript:forumsubmit()
http://search.chinadaily.com.cn/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2016-11/16/content_27390655.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2016-11/16/content_27390655.htm
http://www.cma.gov.cn/en/forecasts/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/business/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/metro/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/regional/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/sports/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/life/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/entertainment/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/video/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/photo/
http://debate.chinadaily.com.cn/
http://bbs.chinadaily.com.cn/index.php
http://www.prcgov.org/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/thinktank/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/index1.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/mobile/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/language_tips/
http://www.asianewsphoto.com/chn/
http://www.chinaculture.org/
http://cartoon.chinadaily.com.cn/
http://chinatravel.chinadaily.com.cn/
http://www.chinadailyoverseas.com/
http://eshop.chinadaily.com.cn/?&lan=2
javascript:docmtend()
javascript:Print()
javascript:doZoom(16)
javascript:doZoom(14)
javascript:doZoom(12)
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/special.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2010npc/index.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2010npc/index.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/special.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2010-03/04/content_9534067.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2010-03/04/content_9534067.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2010-03/04/content_9534067.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/columnists.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2010-03/04/content_9534026.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2010-03/04/content_9534026.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2010-03/04/content_9534026.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2010-03/03/content_9528433.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2010-03/03/content_9528433.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2010-03/03/content_9528433.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/columnists.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/index1.html
http://www.chinadailyusa.com/
http://www.21stcentury.com.cn/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/hkedition/hk.html
http://pub1.chinadaily.com.cn/cdpdf/cndy/
http://circu.chinadaily.com.cn/subscription.php
http://app1.chinadaily.com.cn/adv/default.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cd/jobs.html

21.11.2016 Demand rising for weather modification

LIV NN UHHTHIU VW QLU U WUV TTIVUTIVULUVET T INNU Y TUYIVIID WU IV TUHU VD ULV UYL Ui Ul v uLul

of the China Meteorological Administration has said.

As drought and hailstorms pose severe threats to rural income and food supply, there is a rising
demand for technology to cushion the impact, Zheng Guoguang told China Daily.
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Related readings: Weather modification technology has also been used to
- Beijing plans weather modification ensure clear skies for important events, and will possibly be
for National Day used for the upcoming Shanghai World Expo.

Modifying weather involves seeding clouds with grains of dry
ice (frozen carbon dioxide) or tiny particles of silver iodide to stimulate rainfall or dissipate the
clouds. It is also used to help prevent or control forest fires and ease acute water shortages in
some areas, he said.

Statistics for losses caused by natural disasters in recent years were not immediately available, but
a chronic drought in 2007, the worst in a decade, caused losses of 37.4 million tons of grain,
according to official statistics. The annual grain output is around 500 million tons.

Zheng said he expects weather modification projects will contribute to the country's efforts to
increase grain production capacity by 50 million tons annually.

Last year, officials used artillery, rockets or planes to induce precipitation for wheat-producing areas
and some other regions, thanks partly to a central government fund of 60 million yuan ($8.8
million), Zheng said. In the past, most funds for weather modification projects came from local
governments.

In all, a record 840 flights were made to increase rain last year for areas spanning 3.6 million
square kilometers - or roughly one-third of China's territory. Also, at least 116,000 rockets and
890,000 artillery shells were fired to alter atmospheric phenomena.

Nationwide, weather modification projects cost 910 million yuan in 2009, but helped generate
output 30 times that amount, according to statistics from the Weather Modification Center.
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National Day celebration
last year, when the country
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days for the opening and
closing ceremonies of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, Zheng said.

The China Meteorological Administration is gearing up for weather services for the Shanghai World
Expo, which opens in May, and for November's Asian Games in Guangzhou, he said.

The Shanghai event will be a challenge, as it lasts 184 days and may be affected by monsoons and
high temperatures.

Have everything?
If you could have
anything in the world,
what would you like to
have?

Weather manipulation is still a developing discipline that holds great potential, Zheng said. The
country began modifying the weather on a local or regional scale in 1958.

"It is still at a 'research-and-use' stage, and there are still a lot of problems to be resolved," Zheng
said.

Weather modification causes no pollution, as very few doses of dry ice or silver iodide are used,
said officials from the administration's Weather Modification Center.

For example, the Beijing weather modification office has for years monitored water quality in areas
where modification projects took place. They found traces of silver ions in the water to be far below
the national drinking water standard allowance.
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