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starlings fall out of the sky and rmﬂ_
lie dying... in a SINGLE front oot

years after losing both

garden legs in hit-and-run

crash
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UPDATED: 03:12 EDT, 1 March 2010
¥ Brittany Cartwright
sizzles in tight blue
dress as she enjoys
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View comments

amid Jax Taylor divorce

It was like a grisly scene from a horror film.
} Sydney Sweeney

On Sunday night, over a quiet Somerset house, scores of wows in a chic cream
i \ . co-ord with pleated
swooping starlings tumbled out of the sky and fell, dead, into a mini skirt as she holds

2 hands with fiancé
single front garden. gorripiar i
. . Venice
Covering an area 12ft across, more than 100 birds carpeted the

garden, each with blood oozing from its beak and curled up T ——

claws. glamorous girlfriend
Nicole Kimpel, 43, goes
. . . braless in an elegant
Most had died, although some flapped lamely, clearly in pain floor-length gown as

until the RSPCA put them out of their misery. she joins Spanish star,
64, at the Venice
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» Kourtney Kardashian
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Sabrina Carpenter song
in sizzling snaps

¥ Curb your cravings
with this spice that
boosts immunity and
reduces blood sugar -
as Amazon shoppers
say the 'weight is
falling off'

SHOPPING

¥ Olivia Rodrigo gets a
sweet kiss from Louis
Partridge - after
lovebirds went
Instagram official

¥ Daniel Craig rocks

new long blond locks as
- - - — he touches down in

An RSPCA animal welfare afflcer was called in by .Ju lie Kn |ght to Venice with wife Rachel

collect the dozens of dead birds from her garden in Coxley, Somerset Weisz ahead of the

premiere of his explicit,

Oscar-tipped movie

Householder Julie Knight, 53, returned to her home in the quiet

village of Coxley at 415pm to find the macabre scene, which > Who made the cut for

Drincace Mirtha




has mystified experts.

An RSPCA expert said the cause of the deaths was 'a mystery’,
adding that the only plausible explanation was that the flock
were being chased by a bird of prey and hit the ground as they
changed direction

Julie, a nurse, said: 'It was like something out of an horror film -
like Hitchcock's The Birds - it was absolutely terrifying.

'The sky was raining starlings.
One of my neighbours saw
them. They seemed to just fall
out of the sky. About 70 were
dead straight away.

'‘The only way to describe
what they looked like is that
they seemed to have had a
fright and were petrified.

"We called out the RSPCA and
their animal welfare officer
took a few away in cages and
euthanised the rest.

'There must have been over
100 birds in total. I've been a
country girl all my life and I've
never seen anything like it.'

-

Some of the bodies fell into Nurse Julie Knight said

the boughs of a tree, where a discovering the birds was like
: ' something from a horror film

number of distressed

surviving birds perched. Just

six survived.

The uncanny scene in Mrs Knight's garden mirrored that of an
episode of cult Channel 5 hit Flash forward, in which a flock of
crows falls out of the sky in Somalia.

Similar incidents of flocks of birds plummeting to earth have
been reported all over the world, with pesticides and collisions
sometimes being blamed.

Mrs Knight added: 'I'm worried about what could have Killed
them because | have a young grandson and two cats that are
often in my garden.

'My only thoughts are that the birds, who are greedy in nature,
had been eating crops sprayed with weedkiller and were
poisoned - but it's all very weird.'

Lloyd Scott, from the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds,
said: 'This is one of the oddest things |'ve ever heard about.

"We've certainly never come across anything similar.'
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An RSPCA Animal Welfare Officer poses with a number of the dead
hirds - but even the animal experts are unsure why they died

He said it was unlikely that the birds had flown into each other
in confusion.

'Starlings have natural habits and behaviour, when flying
around in a murmuration they relate each movement to the
seven birds closest to them.

'They are hardwired into doing this and on instinct they stay
away from each other.'

He speculated that the birds may have flown into a glass
conservatory while taking part in their sky dance, but Mrs
Knight insisted they had simply fallen out of the sky.

Post mortems on the starlings carried out today proved
inconclusive.

They were all found to have physical injuries - with most
suffering either broken wings or a shattered beak - but no
underlying health problems or toxins which could explain their
sudden deaths.
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In the hit BBC thriller series Flash Forward (pictured) crows fell from

the sky, in a spooky incident which mirrored that at Mrs Knight's
Somerset house on Sunday

RSPCA spokesman Helen Cohen said the cause of the incident
was 'still a mystery".

She said: 'We were informed that a lady had reported many
dead or dying starlings on her property. This is obviously an
extremely unusual occurrence.

'Tests were carried out on some of the birds and they were
found to have physical injuries but we could find no evidence
of any health issues which could explain what had happened.

"We know they did not strike power cables because they would
have fallen directly beneath and there are none nearby.

Flocks of hundreds or even thousands of starlings often fly togther,
seemingly as one, with each bird closely watching seven others to
determine the direction of the 'murmuration’ (file photo)

'The only possible explanation we can think of is that
something has caused the flock to suddenly change their
direction of flight and caused them to hit the ground.

'It could have been that a bird of prey could have scared them
into doing this, but it is still a mystery really.'

Share or comment on this article: Mystery as scores of
starlings fall out of the sky and lay dying... in a single front
garden
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a media saturated with bird flu epidemics and the WHO pandemic track about herlahd
LEVEL SIX still actually on. No rubber gloves or even a dust mask. If Shawn Mendes' on-off
| were her boss she would be FIRED on the spot. Ah well, she remance

probably just does this part time and works in some fast food outlet

usually and deesn't wash anyways no harm done.
} Jennifer Lo pez is seen
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fashions
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Festival
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the coaching lineup
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collapses on stage
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concert with rapper
given CPR and rushed
to hospital
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from Ben Affleck - see
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pals at the $68M
mansion she is trying to
sell

» Brad Pitt has been
spending summer with
girlfriend Ines de
Ramon at French
chateau he and
Angelina Jolie once
shared

» Khloe Kardashian
sweetly treats fan to
Good American
shopping spree for
Make-A-Wish America

¥ Kylie Jenner shows
signature curves in
skintight halter dress at
LA event after
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collaboration with
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} Beyonce stuns in
busty glamour snap
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they rock scanty white
attire

¥ Justin Bieber keeps
low profile as he's seen
for first time since
welcoming son Jack
with wife Hailey
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day out at Disney World
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father David

¥ Lea Michele gives
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charity event in LA

¥ Sam Smith wears
dramatic red gown to
perform at classical
music concert in
London

} Sabrina Carpenter
sends love to former
Girl Meets World co-
star Danielle Fishel
amid actress’ cancer
battle

"Tiger
Woods is the Prince
Harry of sport': Author
James Patterson’s
cutting barb about
Duke, as his new book
uncovers the affairs
and addictions that
ruined the golf star's
marriage

 Slipknot's Sid Wilson Pl SO Sekas




hospitalized with
serious burns after fire
explosion on farm he
shares with girlfriend
Kelly Osbourne

Lana Del
Rey suffers sound
issues during her
performance at
Reading Festival as
'depressing setlist’
sees fans leave just
four songs in

Bradley
Cooper joins daughter
Lea, seven, at Taylor
Swift's party at her
$17M Rhode Island
mansion - but where's
girlfriend Gigi Hadid?

¥ Lily Allen is SLAMMED
by furious animal
charity PETA as they
send her a toy dog after
she admitted to getting
rid of pooch when it ate
her family's passports

Ageing
sex bombs at war! Tom
Jones gets the hump
with Engelbert as he
blasts Release Me
singer as a "p****' - six
months after star said
Delilah hunk had 'lost
his voice"

¥ David Beckham, 49,
sends fans into a
frenzy as he shows off
his very buff physique
in shirtless workout

¥ Eminem's daughter
Hailie Jade Mathers
admits the rapper's
songs about her make
her 'sob’

¥ Pregnant Bachelor
alum Madison Prewett
and husband Grant
Troutt reveal the sex of
their baby

» Rita Ora frolics around
in a metallic bra and hot
pants as she turns the
stage pink at
Manchester Pride

¥ Taylor Swift and
Brittany Mahomes quell
fears of a rift after
Donald Trump post
controversy as they
reunite in Rhode Island

} Ben Affleck has a 'has
a darkness to him' that
Jennifer Lopez could
not fix - despite her
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P Will Smith taunts Tom
Brady with hilarious
message after victory
in Lake Como boat race

¥ Kim Kardashian takes
son Saint to see Real
Madrid play in Spain
after saying her kids
want her to date an
athlete

¥ Jennifer Garner
enjoys dinner date with
boyfriend John Miller in
LA amid Ben Affleck
and Jennifer Lopez
divorce

¥ Travis Kelce's ex
Kayla Nicole appears to §
takes a swipe at former |
friend Brittany
Mahomes in the wake
of Donald Trump
controversy

¥ Amy Adams is 50!
Enchanted star models
blue dress while
celebrating at upscale
eatery with her
husband in LA

¥ Kanye West enjoys
trip to Seoul with wife
Bianca Censori - who
COVERS up - in front of
his daughter North

} Jenna Ortega recalls
receiving explicit Al
images of herself as a
minor on social media:
'It's disgusting"

¥ Kyle Richards fans
think she is 'aging
backwards' and 'looks
25" in cheeky new
bikini snaps from Lake
Tahoe

} Anne Hathaway looks
younger at 41than she
did in her 20s - experts
reveal the secrets
behind her youthful
glow

} Katy Perry puts on a
VERY racy display ina
skimpy snakeskin co-
ord as she celebrates
the release of her
album 143 after
brushing off single flop

» Chappell Roan
doubles down on
message to invasive




fans: 'l feel the most
unsafe | have ever felt
in my life'

¥ Jordan Chiles shares
cryptic Instagram post
about 'healing’ amid
Olympic bronze medal
dispute

¥ Jason Kelce
hilariously dons wife
Kylie's under-eye
masks in new NFL
promo ahead of
broadcasting debut

¥ Natasha Bedingfield
shares the stage with
her son Solomon, 6, at
The Big Feastival after
battle with deadly brain |
infection as an toddler

» Gillian Anderson
SLAMS her
'preposterous’ 90s pin-
up shoots and admits
women still struggle to
talk about sex

» Plaid-spotting!
Hollywood star Ewan
MeGregor's US-born
wife dons tartan for
Highland games

¥ Paris Hilton reveals
pal Britney Spears
"loves’ coming over to
visit her kids

} Jason Kelce roasts
'stodgy' Travis over his
personality as he
claims Chiefs star
'abandoned' him in
hilarious advert

} Dua Lipa dances her
heart out in a sexy
sheer dress and black
thong while celebrating
her 29th birthday in
Ihiza as boyfriend
Callum Turner cheers
her on

} Spot the difference:
The times Meghan
Markle has echoed
Princess Diana in her
fashion choices

¥ Rita Ora and husband
Taika Waititi look in the
party spirit as they step
out in Romania
clutching mini bottles
of fizz - days after the
director's wild 49th
birthday bash in Ibiza




¥ Ben Affleck treats
himself to ice cream
with his kids in LA - as
it's revealed Jennifer
Lopez divorce was
'planned’ by couple
before she filed

¥ Big Little Lies author
Liane Moriarty reveals
plans for season three
and whether the series
will differ from the book
- after Nicole Kidman
and Reese Witherspoon
confirmed they'll be
back

¥ Simone Biles is back!
Olympic legend returns
to gymnastic training
just weeks after Paris
success

¥ Simone Biles is
honored by WWE stars
in touching tribute at
SmackDown after
Olympic heroics in
Paris

Hailey welcome their
first child together -

and they reveal their
baby boy's name

¥ Fans believe Taylor
Swift's friendship with
Brittany Mahomes is
OVER after fellow
Chiefs WAG liked
Donald Trump post

¥ Who is Justin Bieber's |
dad Jeremy? Meet -
controversial father
who inspired couple's
baby name as Hailey
gives birth to their first
child

» Bridget Jones fans
praise 'old-school’ roll
out of new film as
poster is released (and
some say it's going to
'save’ the rom-com
genre!)

} King Charles, the
VERY modern monarch!
His Majesty isn't afraid
to take a stand on
hurmanitarian issues, is
approachable with the
public and overhauled
the uses of the royal
residences

'There is a
special place in hell for
them': Matthew Perry
got rid of his nurses...
and then was left alone
to die. Disturbing new
details about his death
are revealed by ALISON
BOSHOFF in a special
report




Ben
Affleck's shock over
Mindy Kaling's
'unexpected' DNC quip
about Jennifer Lopez
divorce revealed: 'It
was a full-face palm
moment'

» You've been washing
your hair all wrong!
Blake Lively reveals the
secret to celeb-worthy
locks

» Netflix fans go wild
over drama series with
2000s sitcom star...
but warn 'you better
bring your tissues'

¥ Lady Amelia Windsor
turns 29: Glamorous
green-focused
granddaughter of the
Duke of Kent

who showed off
horticultural skills at
the Chelsea Flower
Show celebrates
birthday

» Kylie Minogue brings
back indie sleaze as the
56-year-old gyrates on
the floor and flaunts
her ageless looks in
wild new music video

} The sentimental
meaning behind Justin
Bieber and wife
Hailey's baby son's
name REVEALED - as
they confirm birth

¥ Jennifer Lopez breaks
her silence with first
social media post since
shock divorce filing -
months after split from
Ben Affleck

¥ Prince's ex-manager
reacts to John
Legend's DNC
performance of hit
track Let's Go Crazy

P Taylor Swift fans
claim to spot Travis
Kelce in her | Can Do It
With A Broken Heart
music video

Swifties are convinced
her boyfriend made a
cameo

¥ Gigi Hadid shares
RARE glimpse of
daughter Khai Malik,
three, in 'summer’
Instagram post
Madel surprised fans
with sweet snaps

¥ John Cena reveals




what he really thinks ot
sex scenes after
awkward Trainwreck
romp with Amy
Schumer

¥ Is this where it all
went wrong for
Jennifer Lopez and Ben
Affleck? The moment
actor was 'taken aback’
when singer shared his
private love letters
Divulged their privacy

» Why did Jennifer
Lopez and Ben Affleck
REALLY break up? After
the fairytale marriage
got off to a rocky start,
singer made HUGE
mistake

Inside the break down

» Madonna, 66, looks
exhausted as she is
helped along the
cobbled streets of
Terracina by her new
love Akeem Morris, 28
Seen with her new man

¥ Taylor Swift fans
reveal the "smallest
men' they've ever met -
and five names crop up
more often than others

¥ Simone Biles’ Netflix
show is renewed for a
second season as
Team USA gymnast
makes announcement
in Paris after Olympics
dominance

» Kim Kardashian
accused of copying
Bianca Censori AGAIN
as she turns heads at
LA grocery story ina
leotard and tights

Wore skin-tight Spandex

¥ Stephen Colbert
schools anti-lsrael
protesters who tried to
derail Nancy Pelosi
interview

The Late Show With
Stephen Colbert host

¥ REVEALED: Travis
Kelce's stunning $31k
gift to Taylor Swift to
celebrate Europe Eras
Tour ending

The singer returned to
London's Wembley

'Ketamine
Queen' charged in
Matthew Perry's death,
has bizarre Breaking
Bad link

After Matthew Perry's
tragic drug-fueled death

¥ Kamala Harris'
stepdaughter Ella
Emhoff whips people
into a frenzy with her
VERY candid reactions
to dad Doug's DNC




speech
Hilarious video footage

» Kate Hudson displays
her washboard abs ina
skimpy blue bikini and
cheekily flashes her
bottom [AND her naked
husband!) as she
shares racy snaps
Showed off her figure

¥ JLo will fight for her
blended family: How
the stepmom is staying
close to Ben's children
- after learning from
past heartache of
Emme, who lost 'best
friends’ following A-
Rod split

¥ Sarah Jessica Parker
announces her shoe
line is closing down
after 10 years - after
revealing why Carrie
Bradshaw couldn't
name drop brand on
screen

¥ Jennifer Garnercutsa

casual figure as she
heads out in LA after
JLo filed for divorce
from her ex-husband
Ben Affleck

Ben's other ex-wife

» Emily Blunt trades
friendship bracelets
with fans as she joins
husband John
Krasinski and their
children at Taylor
Swift's final night at
Wembley

Couple was in London

P Why we really prefer
younger men! Midlife
women who are dating
people in their twenties
tell TRACEY COX why
they're happy to be
labelled cougars as
'the sex is fantastic'

» Jennifer Lopez and
Ben Affleck's children
are 'coping fine' but are
'ready to move on' from
their parents'
'amicable’ divorce

Had a blended family

¥ David Harbour
confesses his biggest
'ick' about wife Lily
Allen and reveals why
he knew he would
marry her from their
third date

Actor, 49, spoke our

» How Taylor Swift
fulfilled fans' Eras Tour
dreams: Star brings the g
curtain down on .
record-breaking
European leg after
performing to 1.2m
London fans - and
boosting UK economy

¥ Ellie Goulding flaunts
her toned fioura in a
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black and gold cut out
swimsuit as she shares
snaps from luxurious
vacation

British singer posed

P FKA twigs puts on a
glamorous display in a
lace corset and sheer
black skirt as she joins
co-star Bill Skarsgard
at The Crow afterparty
in New York City
Spotted in the Big Apple
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Hamas’'s Devastating Murder of
Hersh Goldberg-Polin
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East Germans Lean Toward
Extremes in State Elections
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Decorated vet senator rips Kamala
Harris, Biden for being AWOL as...
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George Clooney Denies $35M
‘Wolfs’ Salaries for Him, Brad Pit...
Bl shoo - Shrs Ses mors versions Q)

Election Live Updates: Trump and
Harris Gear Up for Campaign’s...

& The Mew o Ses mors versions )

Graham urges Biden, Israel to
take on Iran after hostages kille...

R Fox Mews - 2 Ses mors varsions

Actor George Clooney Praises
Biden For Exiting Presidential...
Bl The Blast- 4 Ses mors versions )

3 dead after plane crashes info
townhomes near Portland,...
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Shock twist on final day of
California reparations bill vote
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After an Atlantic hurricane season
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