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Bat Deaths in U.S. Northeast Baffle
Experts

Michael Hill in Albany, New York
Associated Press
February 1, 2008

Bats are dying off by the thousands as they hibernate in New York and
Vermont, sending researchers scrambling to find the cause of a
mysterious condition dubbed "white nose syndrome."

The ailment—named for the white circles of fungus found around the noses of
affected bats—was first noticed last January in four caves west of Albany, New
York.

It has now spread to eight bat-hibernation sites
in the state and to another site in Vermaont.

Alan Hicks, a bat specialist with New York's
Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC), called the quick-spreading disorder the
"gravest threat" to bats he had ever seen.

(Related news: "U.S. Bee Collapse May Be
Due to Alien Virus" [September 6, 2007] )
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Up to 11,000 bats were found dead last winter,
and many more this year are showing signs of

illness, Hicks said.
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"We do not know what the cause is, and we do
not know how it was spread, either from cave
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Bedraom Control the Spread
The white fungus ring around bats' noses is a
symptom of the disease, but not necessarily
the cause.

For some unknown reason. bats that display white nose syndrome deplete their fat
reserves and die months before they would normally emerge from hibernation.

New York and Vermont environmental officials are asking people not to enter caves
or mines known to house bats until researchers figure out how the infection is
spread.

There is no evidence that the disease is a threat to humans, but officials want to
take every precaution to avoid it spreading from cave to cave.

Bats are considered particularly vulnerable when they hibemate, a time when they
hang together tightly by the thousands.

Indiana bats, an endangered species in the U.S., are especially at risk from the
illness.

"Half the estimated 52 000 Indiana bats that hibermnate in New York are located in
Jjust one former mine—a mine that is now infected with white nose syndrome,” the
MNew York DEC wrote in a press release.

But the highest death count so far has been among little brown bats.

"I'm very concerned,” Hicks said. "l can only hope that what we're seeing today will
dissipate in the future.”

Copyright 2008 Associated Fress. All rights reserved. This material may nof be published,
broadcast, rewntten, or redistributed.

Free Email News Updates
Sign up for our Inside National Geographic newsletter. Every two weeks we'll send
you our fop stories and pictures (see sample).

@ 15 Most Popular News Pages
@ Photos in the News

@ MNews Videos

LATEST PHOTOS IN THE NEWS

Weeek in Photos: Arrow Pierces Head,
r Dragon Burns, More

Photos: Ancient Crocodile "Missing
Link" Discovered

Photos: Mercury Craft Shows "Spider,”
Asteroid Assaults

More Photos in the News

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC'S PHOTO OF THE DAY
= Today's Fhoto
= Download as Wallpaper

XML | RSS |

Get our news delivered directly to your deskiop—free.
How to Use XML or RSS

NEWS FEEDS

Podcasts

National Geographic to Go
MNational Geographic News,
Videos, and More
Download Podcasts

FREE NEWSLETTER

Sign up for our free Inside MNational Geographic
newsletter.

Every two weeks we'll send you our top stories and
photos (see sample).

About the Society



LATEST NEWS VIDEOS SOURCES AND RELATED WEB

W4 Video: Farm Fish SITES
Threaten Wild Fish?

New York Department of
Environmental Conservation

4 Video: Rio Carnival
Honors Japanese

i Video: Afghanistan's
Hidden Treasure

@4 More Videos in the News

Email the News Staff Contact Other Staff

Home | Animals | Daily News | Envirenment | History | Kids | Maps | Music | People & Places | Photography | Science & Space | Video

Magazines | Shop | Subscriptions | TV & Film | Stock Footage Sales | Travel With Us | About the Society | Educators

Give to NGS | Contact Us | Newsletters | Jobs | Site Index | Press Room | Customer Service | Advertise With Us | Global Sites | Terms of Service | Privacy Policy



